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"We will spare no effort to free our fellow men, 
women, and children from the abject and 
dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty,          
to which more than a billion of them are currently 
subjected." 

United Nations Millennium Declaration 
September 2000 



Millenium Development Goals 





Global Strategy for women's and children's health (2011-2015) 
Every woman every child 



Many initiatives under EWEC 



The MDGs and the Global Strategy 2010-15 

The UNSG’s 2015 progress report:  

• Health of women and children is now higher on the political 
agenda 

• Over 300 stakeholders from all constituencies made 400 
commitments 

• US$45 billion in new financing, almost 60% (US$ 34.2 billion) 
disbursed 

• New global initiatives were launched  

• 1000 innovations have been selected and supported 

• More Research has been carried out 

• Landmark accountability framework for women and children’s 
health 



MDG 4 – Reduce child mortality 

Since 1990 the global under-five mortality rate has dropped 49 percent 



MDG 5: Improving maternal health 

Since 1990 the global maternal mortality has dropped over 40% 



What worked well 

• Political leadership and commitment 
• Multi-stakeholder partnerships 
• Accountability framework with CoIA and the iERG 
• Every Woman Every Child global movement 
 
 

 What could work better 

• Country plans and priorities leading global collective action 
• Coordination with existing initiatives 
• Reducing fragmentation with new initiatives  
• Sufficient and effective financing for women’s and 

children’s health 
• Better coordination between research and action 

Lessons learned from the Global Strategy since 2010 
Rationale iii. 



Major causes of mortality  

Causes of maternal mortality Causes of  newborn and child  mortality 



"Women are not dying of 
diseases we can't treat. ... 
They are dying because 
societies have yet to make the 
decision that their lives are 
worth saving.“ 
 

Mahmoud Fathalla 



Quality of care at Childbirth: a 
triple return on investment! 
Reducing Maternal and Newborn 
Mortality, preventing Stillbirths 



Filename 



Lancet 2012;380:111-25 



Quality of care in RMNCHealth 

Filename 

Tuncalp et al. Quality of Care for pregnant women and newborns- the WHO vision. BJOG 2015 



IN 3 DEATHS 
COULD BE AVOIDED IF 
ALL WOMEN HAD ACCESS 

CONTRACEPTIVES 





110M 
FEWER UNINTENDED PREGNANCIES 

50M 
FEWER ABORTIONS 

220,000 
FEWER WOMEN DYING 

3M 
FEWER BABIES DYING 



Dr Karan Singh 
Bucharest 1974:  

‘Development is the best 
contraceptive’ 

 

1992: ‘Contraception is the best 
development’ 





Sustainable Development Goals 

Target 3.7 By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care services, including for family planning, 
information and education, and the integration of reproductive health into national strategies and programmes  

 

Target 5.6 Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights as agreed in accordance with the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and the Beijing Platform for Action and 
the outcome documents of their review conferences  

 

UN Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics


17 goals 169 targets 



• The human race is ageing 

• Urbanisation 

• Migration 

• Noncommunicable diseases 
are the world's leading causes 
of illness and death 

 

Changing World 



Non-communicable diseases 



• Outbreaks, epidemics and 
pandemics 

• Natural disasters 

• Civil unrest, internal conflicts  
and wars 

• Use of biological, chemical and 
radio nuclear agents, material 
and weapons 

 

Health Security 



Ecological footprint versus human development 
index: comparisons across countries and over time 

 
 

WWF Living planet report 



RENEWED GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR WOMEN’S, CHILDREN’S  
AND ADOLESCENTS’ HEALTH 



Vision and principles 

  Vision 

By 2030, a world in which every woman, child and adolescent in every setting 
realizes their rights to physical and mental health and well-being, has social 
and economic opportunities, and is fully able to participate in shaping 
sustainable and prosperous societies.  

  Guiding principles 

 Country led  Partnership driven 

 Universal  People centred 

 Sustainable  Community owned 

 Human rights-based  Accountable 

 Equity enhancing and gender responsive  Aligned with development effectiveness and 
humanitarian norms 

 Evidence informed 



What’s new in the GS 2.0? 

 Equity 
Focus on reaching the most vulnerable and leaving no one behind 

 Universality:  
 For all countries, explicit focus on humanitarian settings 

 Adolescents 
The “SDG generation” – a 10 year old in 2016 will be 24 in 2030 

 Life-course approach  
Health and well-being interconnected at every age, and across 
generations 

 Multisector approach  
 Joint progress across core sectors eg nutrition, education, 



Unfinished agenda and emerging priorities  

Progress made: 

• Overall reduction of maternal and child mortality 

• We can envision to end ALL preventable deaths 

  

Remaining gaps and emerging priorities 

• Adolescents and young people 

• Stillbirths, newborns  

• Increasing burden of NCDs, cancers and mental health 

• Nutrition and environmental risk factors  

• Humanitarian settings and crisis situations: 60% maternal mortality and 53% 
under-five mortality in these settings 

 



1. SURVIVE 
End preventable deaths 

 The GS Goals and Targets is aligned with the SDGs, and finalized through a consensus process 

2. THRIVE 
Improve health and wellbeing 

3. TRANSFORM 
Enhance systems and enabling 
environment 



Health challenges for women 





Health challenges for children 



Adolescent health challenges 



Environmental health challenges 



Challenges in humanitarian and fragile settings 











 Objectives: 

1. Strengthen care around 
time of birth 

2. Strengthen health systems 
3. Reach every woman and 

newborn 
4. Harness power of parents, 

families, and communities 
5. Improve data for decision 

making and accountability 

BMJ 2015;351:h4255 



River of Life: WHO 

• Every country should 
reduce MMR by at least 
2/3 from 2010 baseline 

• No country should have 
MMR  > 140 deaths per 
100,000 live births 

• Global MMR should be  
    < 70 maternal deaths per 
    100,000 live births 



River of Life: WHO 

• Every country should 
have national neonatal 
mortality rate < 12 per 
1000 live births 

• Global neonatal 
mortality rate milestone 
9 per 1000 live births 



River of Life: WHO 

• Every country should 
have stillbirth rate of  

    < 12 per 1000 total 
    births 
• Global stillbirth 

milestone rate 9 per 
1000 total births 



Knowledge Opportunity 

A historic moment 
 
THE WORLD WE WANT IN 2030: 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs) 
 
The survival, health and well-being of women, children and 
adolescents are essential to achieving all the SDGs. 
 
Our generation now has the: 

Resources  



SAVED LIVES, IMPROVED HEALTH  

-Investing in women’s and children’s health.  

-Providing contraceptives and skilled care at birth.  

BETTER NUTRITION AND HEALTH 

-Preventing under-nutrition in women and children.  

INVEST IN ADOLESCENTS 

-Huge demographic dividend from investing in adolescents.  

-70% of preventable adult deaths are linked to risk behaviors that start in 

adolescence. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT  - HIGH RETURNS 

-Better outcomes in education, health, sociability, economic productivity and 

reduced crime.  

-Coordinated birth-to-age-five programmes prevent chronic disease and reduce 

healthcare costs.   

Key highlights of investments with big benefits 



Role of the Research Community 



Dissemination and Advocay 



African First Ladies Network/Women 
Parliamentarians 



Thank you 

Please get involved. Further information available 
at the Every Woman Every Child website:  

ww.everywomaneverychild.org 

http://www.everywomaneverychild.org

