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Make Mothers Matter welcomes this important report and its spotlight on the specific vulnerabilities
of women and children to water scarcity, water pollution and water-related disasters.

According to WHO, only 71% of the global population use a ‘safely managed drinking-water service —
one that is located on premises, available when needed, and free from contamination’!. A staggering
2 billion people’s right to clean water and sanitation is not satisfied.

This situation has a greater impact on women and children...

- It puts at significant risk the health and even the lives of new mothers and their babies.

- When they are not sick themselves, women are the ones who care for children and other
dependents suffering from water-related diseases.

- They are also mostly responsible for fetching water, carrying heavy loads over long distances to
the detriment of their health and safety.

This increases women and girls’ unpaid domestic and care responsibilities and work, reducing their
ability to pursue education, generate an income or participate in public life.

Environmental degradation only makes things worse, including gender inequalities.
Water is the basis of both human and other forms of life upon which we depend for survival.

We therefore join the call for the universal recognition of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and
sustainable environment. #TheTimelsNow

1 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail /drinking-water

Make Mother Matter - MMM - 5 rue de I'Université 75007 Paris, France - Tel/fax: +33 142 88 27 28
mmmi@makemothersmatter.org - www.makemothersmatter.org
Contact in Geneva: Valerie Bichelmeier - un-geneva@makemothersmatter.org

Make Mothers Matter believes in the power of mothers to make the world a better place, advocating for their recognition and support as
changemakers. Created in 1947, MMM is an international NGO with no political or religious affiliations, transparently voicing the concerns
of mothers at the highest level: the European Union, UNESCO and the United Nations (general consultative status).
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