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Make Mothers Matter (MMM) is an international NGO created in 1947 to raise the awareness of policy makers and public 
opinion on the contribution of mothers to social, cultural and economic development. MMM has no political or religious 
affiliations, and thus transparently voices the concerns of mothers at international level with permanent MMM representatives 
at the United Nations (General Consultative Status), UNESCO and the European Union.  
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Building Back Better is now, and Make Mothers Matter would like to draw attention to the issue of 
poverty among older women.  
  
Globally, 65% of women of retirement age do not have a regular pension1. 
 
Because of the damaging economic impact of COVID 19, even more older women are affected, 
exposing them to multiple vulnerabilities including social and health. 
 
This situation is not accidental. it is the result of life-long discriminations and inequalities in the 
public and economic spheres, which all have their roots in the inequitable distribution of unpaid 
family care work. This work weighs heavily on the shoulders of women, especially mothers, at the 
cost of their economic independence and adequate social protection. 
 
The indispensable, yet unpaid and unrecognized work of caring for others, sustains our society and 
our economy; it is also essential for the wellbeing of all. It must therefore be recognized as a 
collective responsibility and shared more equitably, not only between men and women, but also 
across society2. 
 
Building Back Better, is now – and it requires systemic changes. A gender perspective and a human 
based approach in our economic and social systems is required, to ensure that unpaid care work is 
more equitably shared, and no mother, no older woman, is left behind.  
 

 

 
1 See https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Policy-Brief-The-Impact-of-COVID-19-on-Older-
Persons.pdf    
2 See MMM 2022 HLPF side-event on ‘Share the Care, Transform tomorrow 
https://makemothersmatter.org/care-is-a-collective-responsibility/  
 

https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Policy-Brief-The-Impact-of-COVID-19-on-Older-Persons.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Policy-Brief-The-Impact-of-COVID-19-on-Older-Persons.pdf
https://makemothersmatter.org/care-is-a-collective-responsibility/

