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Make Mothers Matter welcomes this timely discussion on cyberbullying against children.

We would like to stress the need to involve parents in the fight against Cyberbullying.

As children’s primary educators and caregivers, parents —in particular mothers — are best placed to
detect early warning signs, like an unwillingness to talk, or behavioural disorders such as loss of
appetite, sleep disturbances, headaches, etc.

Parents will also be at the forefront in dealing with cyberbullying should it occur.

But most importantly, parents are the best allies when it comes to prevention, provided that they are
themselves aware of the risks, and able to take appropriate measures together with their children.

We are therefore calling on Member States:
1. To recognize parents as key stakeholders in the prevention and fight against cyberbullying

2. To educate parents together with children on what cyberbullying is, its dangers and its symptoms,
and

3. To equip parents with the knowledge and tools for the prevention and protection of their
children, and for dealing with cyberbullying when it happens

More generally, it is time that parents are considered as key stakeholders in the realisation of child
rights, and that they are educated, informed and supported as such, instead of being ignored.
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