
   

  

    

     

  

  
 
June 11, 2024 
 
Permanent Representa3ves to the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva 
 
Re: Resolu3on to strengthen children’s right to free educa3on 
 
Excellencies, 
 
We write as 22 non-governmental organiza3ons to ask your government to support a cri3cal 
ini3a3ve to strengthen children’s right to free educa3on under interna3onal law. Specifically, 
we seek your support for a UN Human Rights Council (HRC) resolu3on, expected to be 
presented by Luxembourg, Sierra Leone, and the Dominican Republic at the upcoming 56th 
session, to establish an open-ended Working Group to draV an op3onal protocol to the 
Conven3on on the Rights of the Child that would explicitly recognize all children’s right to early 
childhood educa3on and care; right to free public pre-primary educa3on, beginning with at 
least one year; and right to free public secondary educa3on for all children. 
 
Educa3on is not only a fundamental right for all children, but also one of the best investments 
that socie3es can make. It has the power to transform lives, liV individuals out of poverty, and 
foster social and economic development. The right to educa3on is a mul3plier of other rights, 
empowering girls and enabling individuals to par3cipate in society. Children from 
disadvantaged and excluded groups are in greatest need of access to educa3on and stand to 



benefit most. Yet for millions of children around the world, the cost of schooling remains one of 
the most significant barriers to educa3on, par3cularly at the pre-primary and secondary level. 
 
Through the Sustainable Development Goals and the related Incheon Framework for Ac3on, all 
states have commi]ed to make at least one year of pre-primary educa3on free and 
compulsory, and all secondary educa3on free, by 2030. Many countries have already made 
significant progress in guaranteeing access to free educa3on. Currently, approximately 107 
countries have enshrined at least one year of free pre-primary educa3on in their domes3c 
legisla3on, showcasing their recogni3on of the importance of early childhood educa3on. 
Addi3onally, at least 117 countries guarantee 11 or more years of free primary and secondary 
educa3on.  
 
Yet the right to educa3on as defined in interna3onal human rights trea3es does not reflect 
these commitments and is no longer sufficient to ensure that children thrive in today’s world. 
The Conven3on on the Rights of the Child (CRC), for example, guarantees children free and 
compulsory primary educa3on, but says nothing about early childhood educa3on and does not 
oblige states to guarantee every child free secondary educa3on. 
 
We note increasing momentum for stronger interna3onal law on the right to educa3on, 
including: 
 

• A joint statement by 73 countries at the 53rd regular session of the HRC, expressing 
support for “efforts to strengthen the right to educa3on, including the explicit right to 
full, free secondary educa3on and at least one year of free pre-primary educa3on.”  
 

• An open le]er led by Malala Yousafzai and Vanessa Nakate in advance of the 2022 
Transforming Educa3on Summit, signed by more than 500,000 people globally, calling 
on world leaders to support a new global treaty on the right to free educa3on; 
 

• A recommenda3on from the then-Special Rapporteur on the Right to Educa3on, 
Koumba Boly Barry, for new binding interna3onal law to enshrine the right to pre-
primary educa3on; 

 
• The Tashkent Declara3on and Commitment to Ac3on, calling for an explora3on of a new 

legal instrument on early childhood educa3on; 
 

• Support from leading academics and interna3onal experts for a new op3onal protocol 
to the CRC to explicitly guarantee the right to free secondary educa3on and at least one 
year of free pre-primary educa3on. 

 
It will be cri3cal that the resolu3on ensures the meaningful par3cipa3on of children in the 
draVing process of the proposed new op3onal protocol, something we hope we can count on 
you to ac3vely support. Such consulta3on would bring meaning to the Conven3on on the Rights 

https://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/education-2030-incheon-framework-for-action-implementation-of-sdg4-2016-en_2.pdf
https://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/all_girls_in_school_loc/
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2F77%2F324&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://euimg.vfairs.com/uploads/vjfnew/10000082/content/files/1668595494tashkent-declaration-en-pdf1668595494.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/06/06/call-expand-international-right-education


of the Child’s assurances that children freely express their views in all ma]ers affec3ng the 
child, and their views be given due weight. 
 
We firmly believe that more explicit interna3onal law on the right to free educa3on can 
accelerate global progress and help millions of children access their right to educa3on. We look 
forward to your government’s support and would of course welcome an opportunity to discuss 
the ini3a3ve and related issues with you in more depth. 
 
Please accept, Excellencies, the assurance of our highest considera3on.  

Sincerely, 
 
Ac3onAid 
Associa3on Interna3onale des Charités (AIC) 
ATD Fourth World 
Avaaz 
BPW Interna3onal 
Childhood Educa3on Interna3onal 
Early Childhood Research Centre, Dublin City University 
Educa3on Interna3onal 
Girls Not Brides  
Global Campaign for Educa3on 
Human Rights Watch 
Ini3a3ve for Social and Economic Rights (ISER) 
The Ins3tute on Statelessness and Inclusion 
Interna3onal Office of Catholic Educa3on (OEIC) 
KidsRights 
La3n American Campaign for the Right to Educa3on (CLADE) 
Make Mothers Ma]er 
Malala Fund 
Plan Interna3onal  
World Organiza3on for Early Childhood Educa3on (OMEP) 
World Vision Interna3onal 
Zonta Interna3onal 
 


