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Mothers, unpaid
care work and
global crises:
connecting the
dots
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Multidimensional impacts on
households (incl. mothers):

Higher morbidity and
mortality of family members
Disrupted ecosystem and
public care infrastructure 
Pricing of essential goods and
services
Income, livelihoods, assets 
Availability of social
protection& other coping
mechanisms
Displacement

A triple planetary crisis
 climate emergency
accelerating
biodiversity loss 
widespread air, water
and soil pollution 

The twin crisis of care & its impact on unpaid care

Increasing societal
demand for unpaid
(and underpaid)
care
Reduced capacity
of care givers due to
a combination of
covariate and
idiosyncratic shock
Changing nature of
unpaid care needs

Human care systems
under strain due to
economic, societal and
demographic factors
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The common roots of the twin crisis

Hot or Cool. 2023. Economies that dare to care

an economic system
which conceives caring

for people and the living
world as a public good

& which rewards
extraction & care-less
destruction of human

and natural capital

societal norms
which fail to
distribute care
work evenly and
invisibilize &
devalue (care
givers and
providers (incl.
eco-systems) 
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Economic policies

Social policies

Environmental 
policies

Climate proof & sustainable 
care infrastructure&services

Damage limitation
 & just adaptation

 through egalitarian sufficiency

Care-sensitive 
environmental policies and tech

Valuing care 
for commons 

Universal social protection floor

Reduced working week
&other policies to

reduce time poverty

Uncarer pays  

Care-full metrics beyond GDP

People’s sovereign funds  

Equity test

Inter-country
Intra-country

Intergenerational



Be the change you
want to see in the

world

Building more caring working cultures and
shifting societal
norms around care, including new investments
in redistributing
and supporting care work at work and home



www.prototopia.euPro(to)topia

Latest publications of relevance
A European Green Caring
Society: overcoming
fragmentation
New metrics for sustainable
prosperity: Options for
GDP+3
Call to action from the Forum
for Caring Societies
Women CSO leaders for systemic change 

https://gef.eu/publication/european-green-caring-society/
https://gef.eu/publication/european-green-caring-society/
https://gef.eu/publication/european-green-caring-society/
https://gef.eu/publication/european-green-caring-society/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/7f6411a9-17f7-11ef-a251-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-321059742
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/7f6411a9-17f7-11ef-a251-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-321059742
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/7f6411a9-17f7-11ef-a251-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-321059742
https://hotorcool.org/resources/towards-caring-societies-a-call-to-action/
https://hotorcool.org/resources/towards-caring-societies-a-call-to-action/
https://feps-europe.eu/publication/women-cso-leaders-for-systemic-change/
https://feps-europe.eu/publication/women-cso-leaders-for-systemic-change/

