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The triple crisis of care : a challenge for cities

« Manifesting itself clearly in cities
(half of the world’s population

« Massive contribution to GHG
(70%)&material footprint (more
than 50%)

o Specitic vulnerability to climate

Human collective care
systems under

pressure change e.g. urban islands of

heat
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&the living world unmet care needs (child care,
mental &health care, loneliness,
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Nurturing and repairing relationships to
preserve inhabitability

® Conceiving cities as a shifting web
of relationships (humans/non
humans/elements)

* Relationships as the primary unit
of analysis, design, ano
accountability for local public
policies, institutions and governance

® |itmus test of scucessful transition
pathways in mobility, nutrition,
housing and leisure through
relationships (self, others, living
Weldle)




originated in Latin America
identitying unpaid household work
as the source of a “care crisis”
Montevideo and Bogota as avant-
garde labs

now dozens of cities using this
concept (UCLG)

The solution: green caring cities

o climate-resilient and nature-positive
cities as a a social and health intervention
(one health)

® designing urban spaces that actively
repair social, ecological, and
psychological harms

* using participatory, community-led
processes iin defining what “caring ”
means and how it should be enacted in
policy, design, and services.

e time as a key lever: transit/15 minute city,
micro moments of calm or togetherness,
time-use of city commoms



Montpellier as a caring city :

G youth-led foresight at Paul Valery University
2036

four day week

All inhabitants enjoy

greater time affluence

to care for themselves,

for others. and for the Localising sustainable
food production

living world

subsidized

volunteering time

Intergenerational
co-housing

. : : 15 min city
Primary time education

2025


https://www.google.com/imgres?q=montpellier%20ville%20verte&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montpellier.fr%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstyles%2Foriginal_image%2Fpublic%2F2024-12%2FLUD_7735_large%2520%25281%2529.jpg.webp%3Fitok%3DNlkQld4U&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montpellier.fr%2Factions%2Fcompetences%2Fenvironnement-biodiversite%2Fmontpellier-ville-nature&docid=K_XR9u-RRQdRlM&tbnid=WaC5rQJGIzvAcM&vet=12ahUKEwi2_Ov0mIyOAxWXZ0EAHdd_GiIQM3oECBcQAA..i&w=1920&h=1280&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwi2_Ov0mIyOAxWXZ0EAHdd_GiIQM3oECBcQAA

« The recent World Congress of UCLG
representing 240,000 local governments
representing 5 billion people concluding
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 Care is a need and a human right

Of Eq uality | B . Care is everywhere from people to public
LN : services
a nd Ca re = « Care giving is important work
0, « Care is important for life now and for
Final Report of the GOLD VII '

Research Process Peop|e in the future

Forum for caring societies
Promoting care-centered
economies and societies, in
which both humans and nature
are thriving.

W UCLG

and Local Govemments

eloise.bodin@prototopia.eu



mailto:eloise.bodin@prototopia.eu

	Rethinking cities through care
	Human collective care systems under pressure
	A careless neglect  of non-humans &the living world

	The triple crisis of care  : a challenge for cities
	Manifesting itself clearly in  cities  (half of the world’s population
	Massive contribution to GHG (70%)&material footprint (more than 50%)
	Specific vulnerability to climate change e.g. urban islands of heat
	Omnipresent pollution (incl. light&noise)
	Intersectional inequality and unmet care needs (child care, mental &health care, loneliness, lack of access to green spaces)

	Nurturing and repairing relationships to preserve inhabitability
	Conceiving cities as a shifting web of relationships (humans/non humans/elements)
	Relationships as the primary unit of analysis, design, and accountability for local public policies, institutions and governance
	Litmus test of scucessful  transition pathways in mobility, nutrition, housing and leisure  through relationships (self, others, living world)

	The solution: green caring cities
	Montpellier as a caring city :  youth-led foresight at Paul Valery University
	2036
	All inhabitants enjoy greater time affluence to care for themselves, for others, and for the living world
	Primary time education

	2025

	The recent World Congress of UCLG representing 240,000 local governments representing 5 billion people concluding that:
	Care is a need and a human right
	Care is everywhere from people to public services
	Care giving is important work
	Care is important for life now and for people in the future

